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Sacred Space and Sacred Time in The Song of Hiawatha
ZHANG Yanping
(School of Humanities, Gansu Lianhe University, Lanzhou 730000, China)

Abstract: HW. Longfellow’s The Song of Hiawatha, which is regarded as the first epic in American literature, and it is
composed according to the Indian legends collected by Henry R. Schoolcraft. Two relative motifs in the Indian legends
Mon-daw-min; or, the Origin of Indian Corn, that is, sacred space and sacred time, are transplanted by Longfellow into
The Song of Hiawatha with the rites of fasting. It can be concluded that the opposition of sanctity and lokika as the
character of thought of Indian legends is reappeared in The Song of Hiawatha, which endows that poem with bright
Indian flavor that is the special character of American literature. Thus, transplangting the motifs of Indian literature is an
effective method of Longfellow constructing the American national literature.

Key Words: The Song of Hiawatha; H.-W. Longfellow; Indian legends; sacred space; sacred time
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