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How autonomy becomes practicable:
From the perspective of provinces-federated movement in Hunan

HOU Yu
(School of Law, Zhengzhou University, Zhengzhou 450001, China)

Abstract: Hunan provinces-federated autonomy was an episode of campaign of provincial constitution in the 1920s in
China. Hunan took the lead for making its constitution and put it into practice. It was a miracle in constitutional history,
though failed. The failure mainly lied in the lack of constitutional culture. Constitutionalism is not gospel, and it is a
positive attitude toward life and way of living which is opposite to revolution through violence, which has its root in
private life and in the practice of the public domain. Tolerance, compromise and cooperation are the profound culture
connotation of constitutionalism. Only when we truly understand constitutional connotation, can autonomous be

practicable.
Key Words: self-governing; provinces-federated autonomy; campaign of provincial constitution; spirit of
constitutionalism [4RiE: T E)



