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A rethink about mass higher education theory of China
ZHANG Jiming
(Education Department, Taishan College, Tiaan 271021, China)

Abstract: The essential connotation of Trow’s theory about three stages of development in higher education is not only
a quantitative partition, but a combination of quantitative expansion with qualitative change. The theory adapted to the
demand of Hesperian scale expansion of higher education, and supplied an instruction about scale expansion in the
argument of higher education developing direction for Occident, effecting the higher education’s diversification. But
Trow’s theory is short of scientific reasoning, and is proved faulty in action. The differences between China and
America in higher education per se and its exterior conditions, so there is no realistic foundation, and this theory can’t
be used by us straightway. The 15% target doesn’t fit for our realistic development of higher education, and the multiple
higher education quality viewpoint is misty, which conceals the strict demand to quality. The higher education theory of
China must choose the localization way to making innovations.

Key words: higher education; mass higher education theory; Martin Trow; theory about three stages of development in
higher education
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