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Explanation of “Jie(4I)”
REN lJifang, LIU Jiangtao
(College of Literature, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: There are some different interpretations of the original meaning of the character “Jie(41")”, and it is hard to
decide which one is the best. “Jie(41")” is made of “Ren(\)” and “Ba(/\)”, with the former between the latter, which is
in accord with the existing view that “Jie(41)” means middling and seperating. The derived meanings of “Jie(/")” such
as cuting, boundary, beside, approaching, assisting, and solitude, all come from this meaning. Besides, “Jie(41")” and
“Jian([A])” are cognates because they are pronounced similarly, and have the same meaning. “Jie(4%)” “Xie( )’ and
“Jie(#1)” have the same phonetic component, “Jie(/)”, and its different meanings are all connected with middling and
seperating. The result of a comprehensive investigation from various aspects, such as character form, meaning,
pronunciation and cognate, indicates that “Jie(4")” should be explained as “Jian([f])”, of which original meaning is
middling and seperating.

Key Words: Jie(/1"); Jian([H]); original meaning; character form; pronunciation; cognates
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