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From romantic questions to self-denial:
Lu Xun’s reflection on the enlightenment

LI Meirong

(School of Literature and Journalism Communication, Hunan University of Technology, Zhuzhou 412007, China)

Abstract: In Lu Xun’s early days, standing in the position of romanticism, he criticized that human personality and

mind was killed by the modern western civilization. Later, focusing on China’s social reality, he thought about the

problems of portability and illusory nature that were produced after the enlightenment values were introduced into

China. Lu Xun also had thought about self-identity of the enlightenment, criticized the enlightenment’s bigotry and

fanaticism, and enlightened an impossible situation that the enlightenment was facing.

Key Words: Lu Xun; romanticism; enlightenment; A Madman’s Diary; A New Life; the May 4th Movement
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