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History and reform in China’s assessors system
—Analysis of semantic and value of “Accompanying” in
Our “Jury” or “Assessor” system

TANG Dongchu
(School of Law and Public Administration, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: The “accompanying” of our “jury” or “assessor” system remains multiple semantic and value appeals from
the end of the Qing Dynasty to now. Our current “people’s assessor” is neither the “member of jury” in the common law,
nor the “expert assessor” in the continental law. We should get the ethic value demand in the semantic refraction of the
“accompanying” of our “people’s assessor system” in order to dismiss the problems in reform and misunderstanding,
and coordinate the “three value expectations” of public opinion supervision, political democracy and justice on a
consensus basis to ensure the substantive participation of the people’s assessors in cases. Only dividing the current
people’s assessor system into three as follows: the people’s jury system, the machine registering (people’s) assessor
system and the special books (people’s) assessor system can we truly enlist the help of the people’s assessor system to
the justice and realize its democratic function.

Key Words: the “accompanying” of “jury” or “assessor”’; people’s assessor; semantic analysis; three value expectations;
the three elements of legislative reconstruction
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