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Enforced disappearances and responsibility to
protect human rights undertaken by states

ZHAO Zhou
(School of Economics, Management and Law, Chaohu University, Chaohu 238000, China)

Abstract: Enforced or involuntary disappearances is a particularly heinous violation of human rights and an
international crime. International community has paid great attention to enforced disappearances, and international
norms that demand sovereignty to protect internal people from enforced disappearances have gradually been established
and developed. “Responsibility to Protect” is an international new idea advanced by international community, whose
comprehensive principle idea and framework obligations may provide principle guide and methods for the protection of
various human rights, and may become a base or drive for the development of relative norms. In the area of enforced or
involuntary disappearances, it is necessary that states should continually define and enforce internal responsibility and
action on enforced disappearances under principle of “Responsibility to Protect”, which may furthermore enrich its
content and implementation of “Responsibility to Protect”.

Key Words: “Responsibility to Protect”; enforced disappearances; sovereign state; protection of human rights
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