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The purchase of health services:
international experience and China’s practice

LIU Lihang
(School of Public Administration, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: The purchase of health services from the international development process, due to the different health
service systems, makes the Buyers structure and mode of organization vary in the characteristics. The adoption and
implementation of strategic purchases of reform measures and process is inconsistent, faced with such problems as
purchase of technology, cost, and contract management. Compared with international purchase, China is faced with the
lack of buyers competition, measured cost and a basic package of services, diversification of supply, contract
management, performance assessment ,which is bound to improve performance of health systems. To realize the true
sense of the overall and comprehensive purchasing, it is necessary to build a government purchase of health services
operations support platform through the role of government, management system, market conditions, purchase of
technology.

Key Words: government purchase; health services; international experience; contract management
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