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The changes and interpretation of the basis
of the rural grass-roots political trust

TAO Zhen
(Shanghai Party Institute & Shanghai Administration Institute, Shanghai 200233, China)

Abstract: The article follows the path of historical evolution of governance in the rural grass-roots political power to
find its base of political trust. In traditional society, whether the public trust the rual grass-roots political power or not
depends on the extent to which the public recognize local elites with local influence and networks, other than the formal
bureaucratic organization structures and its members. In other words, the public trust of grass-roots political power in
rural areas is externalized by the public trust level of local elites. In the early days of New China (1949~1958). The land
reform ,the implementation of political democracy and the agricultural cooperation movement and leadership worship
further cultivated peasants’ view on collectivism and socialism to form the diversified trust basis of grass-roots political
power. In the period of the commune system, the public’s political recognition is out of awe, other than from their will.
In the period of countryside politics and village governance, the land management reform, the reform of taxes and
administrative charges and the development of rural marketization weakened the correlation between farmers and
grass-roots political power in interest realization. With the differentiation of rural social structures, the accelerated
openness and fluidity make farmers more rational in values and their actions and recognition atomized, intensifying the
difficulty of value recognition of public trust.

Key Words: the rual grass-roots political power; political turst; generate
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