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#(1) T bought a Ford. The car in which President
Wilson rode down the Chaps Elysees was black. Black
English has been widely discussed. The discussions
between the presidents ended last week. A week has
seven days. Every day I feed my cats. Cats have four legs.
The cat is on the mats. Mat has three letters.
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#1(2) He lay down in the grass near the round tub at
the brush line. He covered his eyes with his crossed arms
and lay there a long time, and he was full of a nameless
SOITOW.

(John Steinbeck, The Red Pony)
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%1(5): A young man and a young woman were
sitting behind me. I turned round and looked at the man
and woman angrily. They didn’t pay attention to.

(Alexander: New Concept English, Book Two)
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In my studio, all formalities will be abolished, those
admitted are my most intimate friends. They will be
treated with good or bad fare such as [ have, and we will
chat and laugh together and forget our existence. (FKiF
i)
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%1(8) A : What are the police doing?

B : I’ve just arrived.
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#1(10): He rolled to the throw ing circle, took a

deep breath and glanced at his father. “You can do it!”
Leonard Heir shouted.
#1455 he. his father F11 Leonard Heir, XM _EF 3
AR AEFINT = F TR R, BRIl s A S0 4
A G AR AR 2 SR . )P he R AE
1984 AR [ b5t 5k N Biz 2v b— N A3 DY K4 i )
Doug Heir, 1] Heir & —% K, [Af his father F51X
Leonard Heir %37

[ER=RE A POV LR EREEw N =K 2Y 5] 7 W NE ST D
YESLAEAT A0 E N ARG 15 B AR R T S AR R34
RIS AEE S A B AR 2 ms,  dh i
T2 3 DA R S UG 2 O VR o

#l(11): We arrived in a village. The church was
closed.
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Construction and Interpretation of Textual Coherence

XUE Xiaoying
(College of Foreign Languages, Central South University, Changsha 410075, China)

Abstract: Production and interpretation of a text involve a process which needs co-operation between text producer and
text receptor. Textual coherence is not only an important property endowed by the text producer but also closely related
to the interpretation of the text receptor. This paper discusses three mechanisms of textual coherence: topic theory,
thematic progression and cohesive devices. The interpretation of the text receptor is a dynamic cognitive process in
which contextual knowledge plays an important role. The paper holds the view that cooperative principles and
paralinguistic features are of much help in the coherence of an oral text.

Key Words: textual coherence; cohesive devices; contextual knowledge; an oral text
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