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New exploration of Tianhuazang Master’s creative thinking
LIU Xuelian
(Literary academy, Heilongjiang University, Haerbing, Heilongjiang 150080)

Abstract: Master Tianhuazang was the representative of Genius and Beauty novel writers in late Ming and early Qing
Dynasties. Previous scholars paid more attention to his view on marriage, love, and artistic talent, while little attention
was paid to the contraction of his creative thinking and the reasons that had caused the contraction. In fact, Master
Tianhuazang’s thinking of maintaining orthodox Confucian ethical code and bold view on marriage was in conflict; The
thinking of ‘fate predetermined by God’ and the behavior of the genius and beauty’s actively pursuing marriage were in
conflict; The gifted scholar’s ideal of being recommended to emperor when passing the imperial examination and his
situation of being poor, abjection, and no recommendation were also in conflict. The reason causing the contradiction in
Master Tianhuazang’s creation was also closely related to each other in many aspects, such as the social and cultural
ideas since late Ming Dynasty, his own understanding of nature and society, and his life distress. These contradictions of
thinking not only reflected the spirit lost of ‘the intellectuals’ in late Ming and early Qing Dynasties, but also embodied
the new changes of moral consciousness, ethics demands, and love concept of the intellectuals in lowest classes of the
society.

Key Words: Master Tianhuazang; Creative thinking; Confucian ethical code; fate; imperial examination
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