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Abstract: The topic of “Shou Yang"
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Which is closer, fame or body?

on Ruan Ji’s Shouyangshan Fu via the concept “Life is

more precious than fame”

SHU Li

(School of Literal Art, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China)

in the history of Chinese Thought has a multi-space interpretation. In the

Confucian context, Bo Yi, Shu Qi had been praised as the defenders of the orthodox concept monarch and his subjects,

while the Taoist, the value of individual life, despised worldly fame, advocating “Life is more precious than fame”.

They believed that the behavior of Bo Yi and Shu Qi was unwise. In Han and Jin Dynasties, during the stream of

Taoism, the unrest of social and the rise of Door No. concept, the concept “Life is more precious than fame” gradually

stained the people, the evaluation of Bo yi, Shu Qi was also gradually closer to Taoism. “Shouyangshan Fu” was a

reformulate of the topic of “Shou Yang”, which was unlimited in the traditional Confucian ideas. It effectively cracked

the ethical dilemmas, which Ruan Ji encountered in the event Cao Fang had been repealed, and led him to make a

timely political choice. This choice not only determined the fate of him, and also decided the fate of the prospect of

Ruan’s family.

Key Words: Ruan Ji; Shouyangshan Fu; “Life is more precious than fame”

; the topic of “Shou Yang”
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