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From natural beauty, to artistic beauty, to the philosophic beauty
the logical path of Hegel’s esthetics

ZHU Changbing
(College of Philosophy and Sociology, Jilin University, Changchun 130012, China)

Abstract: From the perspective of unity of form and content Hegel thinks that beauty is perceptual appearance of ideal.
Natural beauty is not genuine beauty since it has only perceptual form without the content. Artistic beauty in the
classical type achieves the unity of content and form. The form in art, however, is limited, so artistic the content is, thus
art is unable to show the infinite absolute idea; The infinite absolute idea is expressed only through philosophy.
Although Hegel’s philosophy is a logical system, the logic and perception are inseparable, thus the philosophy has an
indirect perceptual form. Therefore, Hegel’s philosophy is seen as perceptual appearance of ideal. Thus, Hegel’s
philosophy is a kind of beauty ——philosophic beauty
Key Words: Hegel; natural beauty; artistic beauty; philosophic beauty; absolute idea
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