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The Vivid Pictures of the Spirit of Greek Philosophy
——Thoughts of Diogenes Laertius’s the Lives and Opinions of
Eminent Philosophers

WANG Xiaoyang
(School of Humanities, Donghua University, Shanghai 201620, China)

Abstract: Diogenes Laertius’s the Lives and Opinions of Eminent Philosophers is a special philosophical history book.
In the essay, the author tries to review the book with a philosophical analysis method, that is, make an analysis of five
stories about five different Greek philosophers. The five stories in turn are Tales and the tripod, the episode before the
death of Socrates, the funny thing about Diogenes, Pyrrho's the weirdly peaceful attitude, Pythagoras, who is a famous
mysticist, on soul and reasonality. Although these philosophers have different characters and philosophical thoughts, the
author contends that will argue they have the same faith. viz., all of them believe that philosophy is the pursuit of
wisdom.
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