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Paradox between politics and philosophy
——Taking Confucius and Socrates as an example

Ma Ji
(Department of Politics and Law, Zhangzhou Normal University, Zhangzhou 363000, china)

Abstract: The social contexts in which human beings are living can be classified into two categories: political one and
philosophical one. History, in a way, is one of the game-like developments between politics and philosophy. The
paradoxical relationships between the Occidental and Oriental (China’s) political-philosophical fields manifest
themselves quite differently. For the Occidental one, this paper takes Socrates’ political ideas as an example to show
that the Occidental political-philosophical relationship lies mainly in political power overpowering the corresponding
philosophical ideas, so the task of the Occidental political behaviors is to speak for its corresponding philosophical
ideas. For China’s one, this paper takes Confucius political ideas as an example to expose that China’s
political-philosophical relationship lies mainly in that the philosophical behaviors are for the political ones. So its
existence is to speak for the corresponding political ideas. Since there are shortcomings in both Occidental and China’s
political-philosophical relationships, it is suggested that for their future developments, politics and philosophy should
interact with each other on the basis of their own independence.

Key words: philosophy; politics; political-philosophical; Socrates; Confucius
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