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An unequal world derived from power

the theory on capitalism of world-system by Wallerstein

SUN Dengfeng
(Philosophy Department, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China)

Abstract: Wallerstein redefined capitalism, using “world-system” as the basic research unit, that is, capitalism is a
world-economic system, which is the modern capitalist economy. It is a new form of surplus products, and contains two
attributes, namely, the world economy system and the capitalism. The world-economy system refers to the using of the
world's market mechanism, while the capitalism is the driving force of the accumulation of capital. Based on the two
conditions form structural characteristics of capitalism are brought about, namely, the unequal world system consisted
of core-half edge-the edge, of which produce, maintain and development is built on the political and military power.
Key Words: Immanuel Wallerstein; the world-system; the capitalist world-economy; capitalism; power
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