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On unfinished features of literary translation
DING Xinhua
(College of Foreign Languages, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: “Fidelity” has long been the first criterion in translation history of China. But in literary translation, it’s
proven not quite true. Literary translation has its own features. It’s an art, an embarrassing and a regretful art as well. In
practical translation, the translators cannot have a thorough understanding of the original works. Translators’
understanding of the originals differs with the passing of time. Meanwhile readers of different periods have different
requirements for translation. Thus we express our viewpoints in this article that literary translation has a forever
unfinished feature . Retranslation is a necessity of literary translation.

Key words: literary translation; fidelity; unfinished feature of translation; retranslation
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