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Diachronic descriptive study of English translations of
Sun Zi Bing Fa

TU Guoyuan, WU Sha
(School of Foreign Languages, Central South University, Changsha 410075, China)

Abstract: Established by J. Holmes and G Toury, descriptive translation studies puts translation in a cultural and
historical context, which not only broadens the horizon of translation studies, but provides new perspective for the study
of translation of Chinese classics. Diachronic description of translations of Chinese classics is an effective approach in
describing translation phenomena and investigating the nature of translation. Since Sun Zi Bing Fa was translated into
English for the first time in 1905, there have been more than 30 versions to date. It is a positive attempt to provide a
comprehensive account of the translation of Sun Zi Bing Fa into English by using the diachronic descriptive approach.

Key Words: Sun Zi Bing Fa; English translations; Holmes; Toury; diachronic descriptive study; English translation
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