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The differentiations in reading between reception theory and
deconstruction

LI Xinliang
(School of Chinese Studies, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China)

Abstract: Reception theory and Reading theory of deconstruction constituted the theory direction change of western
literary theory in the late 20th century. In the literature theory direction change, the role of reader has been changed
from the neglected one in the past to the dominant factor of four elements in literature, and as a result the direction
change set off a reader revolution in reading theory. Although reception theory has similarities to deconstruction in
reading theory, the differentiations are also obvious, specifically in the following three aspects: First, reception theory
regarded the author as a partner of the reader, but the deconstruction theory absolutely denied the existence of the reader.
Second, reception theory emphasized that reading should reflect the creativity of readers and confirm the meaning of
works, but deconstruction regarded reading as a signifier game which the reader deconstructed intertextual code. Third,
reception theory extremely emphasized the historical context of reading, but reading theory of deconstruction showed a
game posture of super-historical context and anti-humanity. The comparison among the three groups above revealed
that reception theory and deconstruction were two different paradigms of reading theory.

Key Words: reception theory; deconstruction; reading theory
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