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For citizenship: homogenization foundation or difference coexistence

An investigation based on liberalism and republicanism

CHEN Yi

(Politics Science and Public Administration school, East China University of Political Science and Law,
Shanghai 201620, China)

Abstract: The foundation of modern state is a kind of reconstruction based on a new type of relation between rights and
obligations for states and citizens. The relation between state and citizen is the most basic and important among many
relations as far as contemporary politics is concerned. It determines the basic framework and developing trend of
modern state’s construction. One kind of relation thinks it as homogenization foundation based on rights equality, the
other kind of relation thinks it as diversification citizenship based on virtues and participation. The dispute between

these two viewpoints also represents the controversy of the two thought trends liberalism and republicanism. The
former emphasizes liberation of rights, which helps to illustrate the opinions on freedom of negative citizens, and the
latter emphasizes political obligations, which contribute to explain positive opinions on citizens. Until now, whether the
relation between them is opposite or supplementary is argued in academic circle. The citizenship is a kind of political
definition which correlates very closely with state’s boundary. In an era of globalization, the intercourses between
countries become increasing day by day. Under this background, to determine which opinion on citizenship has a good
interpretation has become a theoretical leading issue, and the baseline citizenship may be a good approach.

Key Words: citizenship; liberalism; republicanism; homogenization
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