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On the legalization of the cultivation of the virtue of
filial piety in the Tang Lu

JIA Qi
(Department of Philosophy, Peking University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract: This paper is to reveal the mechanism of the cultivation of the “virtue of filial piety” in the Tang Lu.The
cultivation mechanism of “the virtue of filial piety”in the Tang Lu was characterised by the division between family and
nation, which are functioning respectively and cooperating mutually. Firstly, the “national law” prescribed “subjection”
as the value orientation and created the environment for “cohabiting extended family with common property”. Secondly,
with the orientation of the value of “subjection” and the working of the “traditional rites”, it was the specific
environment set up by the Tang Lu for the “family” that played a critical role in the cultivation of the “obedience”.
Lastly, when fathers and grandfathers passed away, the “national law” intervened in “family affairs” again, prescribing
the relative regulations for the family lives in the “transitional period”, which provided conditions for the training and
strenthening of the “virtue of obedience”.In short, based on “cohabiting extended family with common property”,
oriented by the value of “subjection”, The Tang Lu set up the comprehensive and specific environment where the
descendants were brought up. Then the “virtue of filial piety” with the “virtue of obedience” as its central part was
finally cultivated.
Key Words: The Tang Lu; extended family; habit; the “virtue of obedience”; the “virtue of filial piety”
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