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The ethical thought of rejection of Rawls's ethical theory to utilitarianism
LI Jianhua, NIU Lei
(School of the Public Administration, CSU, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: The advent of "A Theory of Justice" by John Rawls reverses the ethical tradition, which lasted the last
century in Europe and America, of the logical reasoning and logical analysis, and brings about the re-return to the real
issues from the ethics. Two principles of justice that were proposed from the transformation of the traditional social
contract theory sharply refuting the long-term dominant utilitarianism. The insistence on the freedom of the principle of
freedom of the priority right must focus on the realization of the individual rights. The difference principle is outwardly
the preference to the weak, but it actually focuses on the legitimacy of the human community and the political
legitimacy of the continuation, makes clear the priority of the legitimacy for the good, refutes the tendency of the
instrumentalism of the utilitarianism to the individual freedom, and pays full attention to the distribution of the good.

Key Words: Theory of Justice; Contract Theory; Utilitarianism; Freedom; Perfectionism
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