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A Semantic and Pragmatic Analysis of the Popular Structure “Bei X
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Abstract: Popular language structure “bei X is a production of language innovation in contemporary society. In the

view of the semantic features, the content of “bei X” is sometimes a true reflection of real world, yet sometimes it is not.

The agents of “bei X”” mostly are the persons or things having power or influence, and the patients of it are mostly the

vulnerable subjects in the events. In the view of the pragmatic color, “bei X” usually has a derogatory sense of

"unfortunate, unhappy". In very seldom time, it expresses neutral or complimentary sense. The appearance of “bei X”

has both internal and external causes. From the perspective of the language internal factors, the basic semantic features

of traditional “bei” structure provide the precondition and semantic foundation for “bei X”. And the economic principle

of language promotes its emergence. From the perspective of the language external factors, the new phenomena of our

social life cause the vacancy of the language expression, making the appearance of “bei X” structure necessary.
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