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Study on the Influence of Chinese Spoken Drama on
Freehand Space-time View of Traditional Opera Stage

WANG Xinman
(School of Liberal Arts, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, China)

Abstract: Spoken drama and traditional opera are two important theatrical artistic forms in China. There are differences
within the similarity and similarities within the difference between them on stage space-time view at three artistic levels:
physical space-time, performing space-time and psychological space-time. In the development of spoken drama in the
20th century, it has constantly brought realistic expressions into the freehand characteristics of space-time view of opera
stage. Chinese opera completed it’s transformation from the traditional esthetic style toward modernistic esthetic
character.

Key Words: Spoken Drama; Traditional Opera; Free hand; physical space-time; performing space-time; psychological

space-time



