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From carrying doctrines with words to amusing people by stories
——Probing into the evolution of the word “Hua” in Pre- Song dynasty

ZHANG Li
(College of Liberal Arts, Yangzhou University, Yangzhou 225000, China)

Abstract: From carrying doctrines with words in Pre-Qin dynasty to amusing people by stories in Sui and Tang
dynasties, the word of “hua” had experienced some tremendous changes during Pre-Song dynasty. The users’ identity
transformed from superstratum to substrate. The criterion and some moralizing function were gradually weakened. The
status in culture turned into being vulgar from elegance. Many kinds of conversations taking place in various occasions
could also stimulate some narrative and amusing characteristics to come into being. Which making the main meaning of
the “Hua” turned into some vivid stories from some rigid political words, and then activized the development of
many-headed popular literature in Song dynasty. Meanwhile, all these resulted in some popular literary categories to
come forth, such as “PingHua”, “ShiHua”, “CiHua” and so on. Moreover, it created a prelude of popular literature’s
development and prosperity in Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties.

Key Words: Hua; Ci Hua; Hua Texts; Ping Hua



