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The bandit imagination about Sichuan in
the fictions of the modern writer Li Jieren
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Abstract: The modern writer Li Jieren has written a series of novels about the Sichuan bandits during Republic of
China. His bandit imagination isn’t legendary and romantic but is serious and critical. As a realistic creation, these
novels are entirely a reflection of times, reflects the idea of new literature on the “human literature”. Especially his
masterpiece “Dead Water Ripples” reflecting that the bandit sprit as the folk culture power has a special social
significance of the transition period in history.
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