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Another quest: Harold Laski’s socialism thoughts
XU Muxing
(College of Public Administration, Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310028, China)

Abstract: Harold Laski believes that structural defects in capitalist society lie in the fact that state power state power is
too large and too concentrated, which must compress individual freedom and stifle the overall vitality of society. So
crisis occurs frequently and social and economic reform is imperative. Political democracy of liberalism would leave
untouched, and so was private ownership of the means of production, it is only reflected in the political field, but not
reflected in the economic field. To uphold principles of freedom, equality, democracy and make them a reality must
reform the capitalism and establish the socialist society. Laski insists that a socialist society should ensure an
approximate economic equality between its members. Only ensuring economic equality of the people and promoting
welfare of that can be gradually socially just on the base of the people’s interests. Laski believes that socialism and
democracy is inseparable, and stresses that socialism is an inevitable result of democracy. He considers that democracy
should be seen as an effective political mechanism in a constitutional state. Democracy means that everyone has the
equal political and economic rights, the equal opportunities and conditions of meeting his own political demands and
interests; At the same time the recognition of democratic principles and establishment of democratic system also means
that people have the power, ability, and conditions of using political means to improve material well-being and
intervene in economic life. Different roads can be found in the realization of socialism, so socialists should make efforts
to seek a non-violent, legal, gradual, rational path in different styles.

Key Words: Laski; socialism; capitalism; democracy
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