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Memory, Rhetoric and History On Thucydides’ Speeches Manipulating
from the Viewpoint of Collective Memory

YANG Yang

(Department of History, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433, China)

Abstract: Thucydides adopted plenty of speeches in The Peloponnesian War that made him criticized. This essay tends

to draw back to the context of oral tradition and the face-to-face society, through the collective memory viewpoint, then

discuss the conceptions of history, memory and reality. By searching these conceptions, the writer analyzes the

historical reality in Thucydides’ speeches manipulating and its relationship with historiography theory.

Key Words: Thucydides; speeches; oral tradition; collective memory; historical truth [ ]



