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A Brief Study of the Three Images and Their Origin in “Rabbit, Run”

GUO Dinggin, SONG Defa

(Foreign Languages Department, Changsha Social Work College, Changsha 410004, China;

Literature and Journalism College, Xiangtan University, Xiangtan 411105, China)

Abstract: There are three images in Rabbit, Run, a masterpiece of the famous U.S. novelist John -Updike. The first one

is “Rabbit’, an image of the hero who strives to escape the bondage of the “outside environment”, which indicates that

the hero is a timid, obsequious nobody accomplished, nothing but who will never stop seeking for salvation. The second

one is “Running”, an image with both the meaning of escaping and seeking. The third one is “Net”, an image in which

the hero is fallen so deeply than can’t escape. The three images were constructed with Updike’s close observation of

U.S. society and extractive grasping about Harry, the hero’s different conflictions, which points out that the

irreconcilable contradiction between social turbulence of the time and individual is the origin of those images.
Key Words: American novel; John Updike; Tetralogy of “Rabbit”; Rabbit Run; Middle class



