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Folk belief in the Tang novels
HAN Yu
(School of Humanities Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310028, China)

Abstract: The author has conducted a study based on the data derived from ¢ - 7ic) (A Series Collection of Tang
Novels) and drawn the following conclusions: the belief in ghosts contributed to the development of Tang novels in that
it represented the youth’s love, which was unaccepted at that time, and thereby foretold the trend of history
development; fairy tales in the Tang Dynasty shared the same narration with those of the Wei-Jin Dynasty, and
consequently formed a new kind of novels, which is development of the traditional Wei-Jin Dynasty; the belief in
ghosts, serving as a spokesman for influence, took on a new evolution in the decline of the ghost influence upon folk
belief as well as in the rising of humanistic motif which is the essential style and character of Tang novels.

Key Words: Tang novels; “ghost tales”; fairy tales; folk belief
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