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The cultural metaphors of water and stone the comparative study
betweenTang monk in “Journey to the West” and the JiaBao-yu in
“Dream of Red Mansions”

FENG Jun
(School of Literature and Journalism, Shandong University, Ji Nan 250100, China)

Abstract: Metaphors are the basis of known experience to grasp unknown things, the most important means of
visualization to capture people's feelings of the abstract things and experiences. Tang monk in “Journey to the West”
and JiaBao-yu in “Dream of Red Mansions” have rich cultural metaphors and symbols of profound metaphors. Tang
monk is closely related to flexible water imagery. Baoyu, stones, and jade have rigid relations. Although they come
from different sources of imagery, they have a metaphorical connotation of cultural homogeneity. They all relate to
abandon or-be abandoned, love or not love, die or live, and things or nothings, which are four pairs of dialectical unity
of the opposite propositions. These modes of thought highlight WuChen-eng and CaoXue-qin’s rational attitude to life.
The cultural metaphors of water and stone widen our outlook with which we understand Tang monk and Baoyu. They
give us the new perspective that we learn deeply “Journey to the West” and “Dream of Red Mansions”.

Key Words: “Journey to the West”; Tang monk ; “Dream of Red Mansions”; JIA Bao-yu; The cultural of water and

stone; metaphor
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