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On the desertion of Woods of Words

LIN Xianliang
(School of Literature, Harbin Normal University, Harbin 150080, China)

Abstract: Woods of Words was very popular in the Eastern Jin Dynasty, but it was abolished after being criticized by
Xie An for its being untrue, and was deserted until the early Tang Dynasty. Generally, the reason for its desertion has
been considered to be Xie An’s negation. The author believes that Xie An’s negation could only make it unpopular, but
could not make it being deserted. Some scholars in Song Period of Nan Dynasty had revealed the truth that Xie An
negated the works for the venting his own angry. And some literatures had quoted the content of that works for
reference. So, the truth value of the content was recognized. The real reason for its desertion is the appearance of New
Terms in the Worldly Talks which has the similarity to that works in content but it owns its superiority in artistic quality
and the author’s social status.

Key Words: Woods of Words; the reason of desertion; Xie An; New Terms in the Worldly Talks
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