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Sophocles’ Understanding of the “Fate”
——The Comparison between the Two Oedipus’ Tragedies

WANG Jing
(Department of Chinese language & literature, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200241, China)

Abstract: The understanding of the fate was an intrinsic development in the two tragedies of Sophocles: Oedipus, The
King and Oedipus at Colonus. In Oedipus The King, the fate was more showed an inevitable force of the external,
which the relationship between the individual and the destiny was a kind of tension. While in Oedipus at Colonus,
Oedipus began to re-examine the relationship between the self and the city, and finally he reached the reconciliation
with the fate.
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