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Kennedy’s “brink-of-war strategy” in Cuban missile crisis between the U.S.
and Soviet Union in 1962

ZHANG Hong, LIU Huibao
(School of Advanced International and Area Studies, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China)

Abstract: Cuban Missile Crisis in 1962 was the most serious direct confrontation between the Soviet Union and the

bl

U.S.A. during the Cold War, when President Kennedy took “brink-of-war strategy” characterized by forces, risks,
self-restraints and being ready to negotiate. During the crisis, there was a possibility to pursue the boundary of
negotiations. The nuclear age leads ways to handle international crisis to revolution. Under the constant conditions of
the nuclear age, both players of the game controlled their marginal benefits in order to reach the balance of interests and
thus ease the crisis.

Key Words: Kennedy; Khrushchev; brink-of-war strategy; Cuban Missile Crisisbetween the Soviet Union and the

U.S.A.; international crisis; marginal cost principle



