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The agnosia and distraction behind spiritual metaphor: on adaptive
paradox in The Law of Life

MAO Yansheng

(English Department, Harbin Engineering University, Harbin 150001, China)

Abstract: In The Law of Life, the old man’s attitude towards life has delineated out the prototype and variants of

Tri-transformation of spirit by Nietzsche in different stages. This is further entrenched in the old man’s agnosia and

absence, and then constructed into salience and relevance in a network of adaptive paradox the old man is in. With a

realistic explanation to death, a model is set where a set of adaptive paradoxes get interwoven and the adaptive

paradoxes proceed into the mental and the social worlds. The multi-dimensional paradoxes have betrayed the loss and

struggle the individual encounter when losing the worlds at all levels. More significantly, it is directed at a spiritual

re-evaluation when mankind is faced with stoical acceptance of fate, which is a norm to be realized in naturalistic

works.

Key Words: Jack London; spiritual metaphor; agnosia; distraction; Law of Life; Adaptive paradoxes



