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On principles of compilation and thoughts of poetic in
Selection of the Song Poems

WANG You sheng
(School of Humanities, University of Science and Technology, Xiangtan 411201, China)

Abstract: In his old age, Chen Yan compiled Selection of the Song Poems which advocated and propagated Song
poems, expressing his poetic tenet of taking Song poems as the model but not suppressing Tang poems, providing the
theoretical summary for the school of Song poems from the early year of the Qing dynasty to the time of Tong Guang
and offering a highly qualified collection of the poems for the readers. The comments and marks and dots in this book
embodied the rich and optimistic poetic thoughts. Firstly, it emphasized evading the popular and the vulgar and
advocated to initiate and change. Secondly, it praised highly of the tasteful, sincere and plain poems. Thirdly, it
recommended the principle of good poems similar to the harmonious melody. But Chen Yan comparatively neglected
such contents as the Li(Confucianism), Chan (Buddhism) and turned prose to poem which were originally the features
of Song poems.
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