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A Study of Hume’s “sympathy”’principle in exploring values education

CHEN Lianjun

(School of Education, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou 510275, China)

Abstract: Hume’s “sympathy” principle covers political, economic, cultural, social and other aspects of modern

value.It also has guiding, integration, cohesion, development and other functions. The application of “sympathy”

principles has some major dilemma about limited sense and proportion, groups and individual, tradition and modernity,

the combination of ideal and reality and so on.We can study some paths to play a “sympathy” principle role: to establish

a harmonious concept of values education; integration of the dominant with the main education; absorb ideological

essence of multiculturalism; combination of emotional and practical care etc.
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