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A brief comment on the ethical concept of donglin school

RUO Shui

( School of Political Science and Executive Administration,

Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: The School of Donglin was an academic group in the late Ming Dynasty, which had ever affected its

society then,

Confucian aim with distinctive times features.

characterized by concerning reality and application.

Their ethical thoughts took the traditional

In ontology, they attacked the argument of nongood and non-

evil, and revived the argument of nature-good. In moral practice, they didn’t pursue impractical style but advo-

cated ZhuJing ( revering in mind) and ShenDu ( being cautious in mind).

Their ethic was a new type of ethic

that sought both reality and originality, paying attention to both knowledge and practice, which opened a route

for the real learning between Ming Dynasty and Qing Dynasty.

Key words: Donglin School; the argument of naturegood; revering-irmmind; seek reality




