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An theoretical explanation of © Public Interest’ in intellectual property law

LI Guo-hai

(School of law, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: “Public interest” is one of important concepts of Chinese intellectual property law. Its function can be divided

into three aspects: negative function, positive function, and punitive function. The concept is not interpreted by legisla-

tion, but by theoretical study. The contents of this concept involve politics, economy, and ethics. The use of this con-

cept in intellectual property law of China should be improved.
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