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Influence of rural economic reform on women s
economic and family status in China
—A case of three villages in western Hunan province

LIU Wen-ming

(School of Law, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: Through a case study of three villages in western Hunan province, the author points out that the rural economic

. . ’ . . .
restructuring would exert an influence on women s economic and family status. In the process of devoting themselves to

. . ’ . . . . . . .
the economic restructuring, women s status become higher. There is a positive correlation between the extents of involving

. ’ . .
in rural market economy and women s status, but market economy did not free rural women from routine housework.
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