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Ritual thoughts in the Law of Tang Dynasty

MA Jiarxing

(School of Law, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: Being established by ritual principle, the law of Tang dynasty, whose contents and interpreting were

guided by traditional ritual creeds, was the ethic lawbook of Confucianism. Ritual thoughts were mainly embod-

ied as the follows: the tutorial thoughts of legislation, convicting the same guilt varying to status, interpreting

law according to ritual principle, modifying law in view of the prototype of ritual thoughts etc. The fundamental

spirit and character of the ethic law thoughts in law of Tang dynasty was familialism, combining ritual with

law, emphasizing obligation, respecting male and despising female, and so on.

Key words: law of Tang Dynasty; being established by ritual principle; familialism; combining ritual with law;

emphasizing obligation; respecting male and distaining female



