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Three reception principles in speech communication

LO Yuan

( Chinese Language Department of Xiang Tan Normal University, Xiantan 411201, China)

Abstract: T he correct interpretation by the addressee of the semantic information from the speaker is governed by

certain principles, namely the Reception Principles based on semantic association, which can be expressed in

three maxims: Maxim of Proximity, Maxim of Cooperation and Maxim of Feedback. The first maxim requires

the addressee to take a psychological recognition attitude in the course of the interpretation of utterances by the

speaker so as to recognize properly his communicative motivation. The second maxim requires the addressee to

behave cooperatively in communication whether he agrees or disagrees with the speaker s motivation. And the

third maxim requires the addressee to respond to what the speaker utters for communication to be able to pro-

ceed.
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