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Formal aesthetics of proverbs

HE Xue-wei, CHEN Surpin
( School of Chinese Language, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: The proverb takes on the beauty of shortness but coherence and richness , because it expresses im-
mensely rich contents through immensely simple form. It achieves the balanceable and symmetric beauty , apply-
ing all kinds of decorative methods. It gains the circuitous and repeating beauty , adopting some means such as
reversing the same word, reversing with changing words , circulation and repetition. What” s more , the vibrant
rhythm and the curious rhyme makes it take on the balanced and harmonious beauty of cadence. It achieves a

beauty of diversification and unification when pursuing the orderliness from the unevenness.

Key words: proverbs; the formal aesthetics; the folk literature




