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A historical analysis on the abolition prostitution ideals in modern China

CHEN Wenr lian

( College of Politics and Administration, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract: Keeping or abolishing prostitution is one of standards to measure women’ s liberation and social civilization. The

modern abolition prostitution ideals arose in the early part of the 20th century. During the May 4th Movement( 1919) , it

gained more development , and formed more influential social thought. In the course of its development, the Taiping Heav-

enly kingdom exerted some effect . Because of the different historic conditions, different ideas showed different epoch fea-

tures. We can gain some enlightenment from analysing the evolvement of the prostitution ideas.

Key words: abolition of prostitution; the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom; the early part of the 20th century; May 4th Period
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