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The enquiry of Hobbes The ory of Passions

SHU Yuamrzhao, LEI Yan-ping
(Institute of Public Administration, Hunan Normal University , Changsha 410081 , China)

Abstract : Human Nature is the base of Hobbes political philosophy . The theory of passions is the founda-
tion of Hobbbes theory of Human Nature. And the passion is the core and substantial content of the Hu-
man Nature structure in his understandings . Passions are the interior beginnings of voluntary motions of
man. From the view of its essence, the passions are the reflections of outer objects on the basis of sense,
including appetites and aversions . From the understandings of passions, Hobbes gives a vivid and deliber
ate description of the passions . In analyzing the source of the passions, Hobbes adopts two patterns of me-
chanic psychology and vital vigorism, including his excellent experience and perception on the realistic fate
and social life . He thinks that where there is no passions there is no felicity . So the attitude of religious as-
ceticis m is exclusive in the passions. He does not attribute the passions to the evil and launches an attack
onit, so we cadt view him a moron. He realized that the abuse of passions would induce evil behaviors,
however, and we must regulate it .

Key words : Hobbes ; passions ; rationality( reason) ; natural condition ; social contract; Human Nature

[ G ] )



