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On the the oretical contributions of the earlier works of comparative lite rature

LI Yarbo, LONG Chao yun

(School of Foreign Languages, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China;

School of Chinese Language and Literature, Guizhou University , Guiyang 550000, China)

Abstract :Based on the studies in some key words in Comparative Literature such as World Literature , In-

fluence Study and Interdisciplinary Study, the paper makes some com ments on the theoretical contributions

of some earlier comparatists to the formation and development of Comparative Literature as a discipline and

makes an analysis of their features and inefficiency. It also explores the successive research and develop-

ment of the later comparatists . Those earlier comparatists exerted some direct or indirect theoretical influ-

ence on the disciplinary nature , the object and scope of research and the methodology of Comparative Liter

ature . Their theoretical contributions should be thus objectively evaluated for the better developme mt of

Comparative Literature .

Key words :comparative literature ; world literature ; influence study ; interdisciplinary study
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