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The bre akthrough of classical punishment ethics paradigm

from Plato to Seneca

WU Xinmin
(Institute of Philosophy, Zhejiang University , Hangzhou 310028 , China)

Abstract: On the basis of Stoic philosophy ,Seneca made a deep reflection on punishment. Through inheri-
ting and criticising Plato and Aristotle s theory of punishment, he established a special theory of punish-
ment ethics . This theory advocated rational, kind, merciful punish ment while criticising anger and cruelty
in punishment . It transcends the values paradigm of classical philosophy : The best value of ethics is not to
help people acquire good , but to prevent people form harm , especially the harm from the ruler in the na me
of just punishment. This theory of Seneca changes the Stoic philosophy's grim image of “standing aloof
from world affairs” , shows a profound concern for personal life and dignity , reveals something like modern
political ethics .

Key words :seneca ; stoic ; punishment ; mercy
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