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On the Chinese Bourge ois Womends value of Morality in the Early 20th Century

CHEN Wenlian
(School of Politics and Administration, Central South University , Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract :In the early 20th Century, when the bourgeois pioneers were fighting for the course of reforming
China with their own thoughts, they deeply examined the traditional morality of sexuality . Based on the
principle of surviving China, they connected the traditional concepts of women s morality with the fate of
China , political improve ment and Chinese women s liberation. The bourgeois pioneers sharply criticized
the traditional sexual morality of that shackling women. They advocated the ideas of forming a new con-
cept of women s morality , which is rich in the flavor of times and has the characteristics of the equality be-
tween men and women. These thoughts reflected bourgeois thinkers’ deep and wide examination in tradi
tional sexual culture. The dashing spirit, which was showed by them, not only shocked then society but
also enlighten peOple' s thinking today .

Key words :the early 20th Century ; value of women s moral ; sexual liberation
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