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The Renaissance and modern civil law ideas

YU Hui~yang. YU Lin

(School of Law, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China ;
Graduate School, Chinese Academy of Social Science , Beijing 100102, China)

Abstract : Moderm day civil law , the product of Civil Society, is based on the fundamental ideas of equality
of personality , inviolability of private right and principle of autonomy of will and e mbodies the spirits of
humanis m and rationalism . The Renaissance originated from Italy in 14th century had played a vital role in
European history, and spirit of humanism permeated in this great move ment engendered the modern civil
law ideas . At the present time, China is making enthusiastic efforts for civil legislation in many respects .
In order to advance the cultivation and develop ment of Chinese civil law ideas , we would benefit from for-
eign legislation experiences , attach importance to foundation of humanism which is requisite for civil law ,
while regarding the ultimate concern as value ends .

Key words : Renaissance ; humanism ; civil law ideas
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