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Study on the trend of Syncretising of classes re sulting from the transformation

of inhabitant s housing interests in s mall town, China

LI Bin, XU Lan
( Depart ment of Sociology, Central South University , Changsha 410083, China)

Abstract : Using the key concept of “ Cleavage” , Professor Liping Sun claims that there occurs crisis in the
social structure to China. Choosing the variables of housing which can explain the effects in social stratifi-
cation, this study analyzed the social structure in a small town of Southern China. The author finds that
there exists big difference in the housing logic between big cities and s mall towns , which occur in the hous-
ing area of small town. The first is that the difference of Hukou ( registered permanent residence) between
city and country disappeared. The second is that the housing diversity is quite s mall among the dwellers
who hold different jobs, at educational levels and ages . The third is that the income effects dwellers’ hous-
ing very much. The reasons are due to the fact that there exists large numbers of dwellers who built the
houses by the mselves. The phenomena of “ building houses by oneself” prevent social structure in small
town from splitting . Furthermore there occurs a kind of “ Syncretising” which is not resulted from the col-
lusion among the elites, but from the fact that the policy of Self-Building- Houses has been practiced.

Key words :housing interests ; s mall town housing ; self-built houses; syncretising of classes
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